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From September 2023, the school SENCO is Mr R Waring   

The SEND Governor is Mrs L Shepley   

Furness Vale Primary and Nursery School is a community primary school, where we work 
together to produce children with happy hearts, enquiring minds, and promising futures.   

The ‘SEND Information Report’ describes for parents what we at Furness Vale do to support 
pupils with SEND.  

For our purposes, the definition of SEND is outlined in the SEN Code of Practice, and states 
that a child of compulsory school age has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she:  

• Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the 
same age  

Or  

• Has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of educational 
facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream 
schools.  



It also states that any child who is receiving support which is ‘additional to or different from 
another child’ should be considered as requiring SEND support.  

The Furness Vale Primary and Nursery School ‘SEND Information Report’  

Here at Furness Vale Primary and Nursery School, we have pupils with a range of Special 
Educational Needs: Autism, ADHD, sensory processing difficulties, social and emotional 
difficulties and speech and language difficulties. All of these fall into the 4 broad areas of 
need as outlined in the SEN code of Practice (Pg.86 SEND Code of Practice, 2015).  

 

How do we identify children who may have SEND needs? 

We have a variety of methods to identify SEND needs in school. We make sure that we work 
alongside the parents and always make sure that the child is at the centre of our decisions.  



We have created a document that we use to help support staff and parents best understand 
how SEND support is identified within school. Below is an example of the document we use. 

The idea behind the pyramid is that it helps give staff and parents a visual to show how we 
identify need.  

The bottom layer shows all the in-class interventions and resources available to all children 
in school. This is known as the universal offer/quality first teaching.  

If a child still requires further support, they will move onto the next part of the pyramid 
which is known as the targeted response, within this area, children would have a SEND 
support plan put in place, through co-production meetings with parents and regular termly 
meetings.  

If a child still requires further support, they would move onto the top strand of the pyramid, 
known as the individual response. At this point, an Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP) may 
need to be put in place to further support the child’s learning.  

 

How will my child, who has identified additional needs, be supported at Furness Vale?  

Any child who is receiving support ‘additional to or different from’ another child would be 
placed on the SEND register and would have a SEND support plan document in place to 
further support their needs in school. The plan would be reviewed termly by the class 



teacher, parents, and child. The document would have specific, measurable, achievable, 
relevant, and time bound (SMART) targets on to help further support your child in school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to this, children will also be supported  

• Through a variety of ongoing evaluations, we are able to monitor the impact of the 
provision provided for children with SEND.  

• They will receive additional support through intervention groups designed to 
develop motor skills, social communication skills or self-esteem.  

• By a learning support assistant or a teaching assistant to work with your child and 
follow the requirements and recommendations of the plan.  

• By a range of strategies, depending on their individual needs. These may include 
adaptations to equipment and resources, differentiated activities or adult support.  

What specific expertise is available to children with SEND?  

In caring for and educating your child we recognise the need to work in partnership with 
you and a range of other services who can support your child’s learning journey. The SENCO 
and all staff who support your child at Furness Vale Primary have close working partnerships 
with the following teams and specialists to draw up targets, ensure the correct provision 
and teaching methods are applied which are specific to your child.  



• DIASS (Derbyshire Information Advice and Support Service for SEND – formerly 
Derbyshire Parent Partnership)  

• Derbyshire Educational Psychologist Service  
• Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS)  
• The Multi-Agency Team (MAT) 
• NHS Speech and language therapists (SALT)  
• DCC link teacher for children with Visual/physical/hearing impairments  
• Nurture support workers and training advisors  
• Autism outreach and Derbyshire Autism Support Services.  
• Derbyshire police service  
• Social services  
• Blythe House counselling services  
• Behaviour support services 

 

How is the decision made about what type and how much support will be made available 
to my child? What teaching approaches will be used?  

First and foremost, all children should be receiving quality first teaching, which is shown on 
our SEND pyramid. If a child requires further support, decisions would be made after clear 
communication and consultation with teacher, pupil, SENCO and home. Putting in additional 
adult support is not always the answer; detailed advice from support agencies, who provide 
a programme of intervention can be equally – if not more – effective. We run a variety of 
interventions, additional reading support, additional maths support as well as small group 
sessions if children need a little more social and emotional guidance. These additional 
sessions are driven by the needs of the children at any one time. Intervention groups need 
to be focussed, have a clear starting point and end point, with evaluations along the way to 
ensure that the programme is actually making a difference.  

What arrangements are in place for review meetings for children with an EHC plan?  

We follow statutory guidance, which states that official review meetings for children with an 
Education, Health and Care Plan, are held at least annually. Those children who are working 
at the ‘SEND support’ stage will have termly updated, when progress and support is 
discussed and modifications made. Our aim is to move to a co-production model by the 
beginning of 2024, which will give children and families a much bigger voice in the provision 
for their child.  

How will my child be able to contribute their views?  

Class teachers discuss targets and feedback with individual pupils as appropriate. Teachers 
and subject leaders in school involve the children in “pupil voice” activities. Pupils are 
encouraged to talk to staff about any concerns. We also have a School Council, with 
representatives from Year 1 to Year 6. Pupils can pass on their ideas or concerns about 
school life to their representative. We have regular circle times where each child’s voice is 
heard. Pupils with EHC plans are invited to share their views during their Annual Review 



meeting. Where appropriate, the child may take part in all or some of the meeting. Where 
this is not appropriate, their views are sought prior to the meeting by way of a simple ‘pupil 
voice’ questionnaire.  

Where is the Local Authorities Local Offer published?  

www.derbyshiresendlocaloffer.org  

How do we spend our SEND budget?  

Our SEND budget is spent on:  

• Providing small teaching groups for maths and English lessons. 
• Teacher directed interventions carried out by teaching assistants.  
• Resources required for specific needs. 
• Training for staff. 
• Educational Psychologist Service. 
• Forest School Provision. 
• Behaviour Support Service  

What are the arrangements for parents of children with SEND who may wish to complain 
about the provision?  

Parents who wish to complain are strongly encouraged to initially speak to the class teacher 
and/or SENDCO and then, if needed, the Head Teacher regarding their complaint. If the 
issue can’t be resolved at this level or the complaint is regarding the Head Teacher, the 
parent would be directed to the schools’ complaints procedure.  

Our Early Help Offer 

Furness Vale Primary and Nursery School works to provide Early Help to those children 
and families in the school community with emerging needs, which may not be appropriate 
for Social Services intervention. Our Early Help services may involve supporting children and 
families both in the home and the school setting.  

Our primary aim is to identify needs early and to make sure that appropriate support is put 
into place. ALL staff recognise their role in ensuring safeguarding practices to ALL children at 
ALL times. 

We believe that information sharing and timely effective support can ensure that ALL 
children and families get a good start in life.  

Families can need support from a wide range of agencies. We recognise that other agencies 
will be able to support children and families based on their specialised work. Therefore, our 
role is often to signpost families to the resources that will best support their needs. If you 



have any questions regarding our early help offer or require support please contact the 
Headteacher directly headteacher@furnessvale.derbyshire.sch.uk 

 

If you require any further information, please contact the school office or Reece Waring 
(SENco)   
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