
 

 

 

GDPR Privacy Notice – this notice provides information about the 
processing of pupils’ personal data.  

Furness Vale Primary School processes personal data about its pupils and is a “data controller” in 
respect of this for the purposes of the Data Protection Act 1998. It processes this data to: support its 
pupils’ teaching and learning; to monitor and report on their progress; provide appropriate pastoral 
care; and assess how well the school as a whole is doing 

Who processes your information?  

Furness Vale is the data controller of the personal information you provide to us. This means the 
school determines the purposes for which, and the manner in which, any personal data relating to 
pupils and their families is to be processed.  

In some cases, your data will be outsourced to a third-party processor: this will only be done with 
your consent, unless the law requires the school to share your data. Where the school outsources 
data to a third-party processor, the same data protection standards that Furness Vale Primary 
School upholds are imposed on the processor.  

• personal identifiers and contacts (such as name, unique pupil number, contact details 
and address) 

• characteristics (such as ethnicity, language, and free school meal eligibility) 
• safeguarding and child protection (such as court orders and professional 

involvement) 
• Look After Children (LAC) and disadvantaged pupils (Pupil Premium) 
• special educational needs and disability (SEND - including the needs and ranking) 
• medical and administration (such as doctors information, child health, dental health, 

allergies, medication and dietary requirements) 
• attendance (such as sessions attended, number of absences, absence reasons and 

any previous schools attended) 
• assessment and attainment (such as teacher assessment, SATs and phonics results) 
• behavioural information (such as exclusions and any relevant alternative provision 

put in place) 
• parents’ contact details 

This list is not exhaustive and is regularly updated 

Why do we collect and use your information?  

Furness Vale Primary School holds the legal right to collect and use personal data relating to pupils 
and their families, and we may also receive information regarding them from their previous school, 
LA and/or the DfE. We collect and use personal data in order to meet legal requirements and 
legitimate interests set out in the GDPR and UK law, including those in relation to the following:  



• Article 6 and Article 9 of the GDPR 
• Education Act 1996 
• Section 3 of The Education (Information About Individual Pupils) (England) Regulations 2013  

In accordance with the above, the personal data of pupils and their families is collected and used for 
the following reasons:  

a) to support pupil learning  
b) to monitor and report on pupil attainment progress  
c) to provide appropriate pastoral care  
d) to assess the quality of our services 
e) to keep children safe (food allergies, or emergency contact details)  
f) to meet the statutory duties placed upon us for DfE data collections 

Which data is collected?  

The categories of pupil information that the school collects, holds and shares includes the following:  

• Personal information – e.g. names, pupil numbers and addresses  
• Characteristics – e.g. ethnicity, language, nationality, country of birth and free school meal 

eligibility  
• Attendance information – e.g. number of absences and absence reasons  
• Assessment information – e.g. national curriculum assessment results  
• Relevant medical information  
• Relevant permissions information 
• Information relating to SEND  
• Behavioural information – e.g. number of temporary exclusions  
• Photographs – these will be used to aid our records management and attendance 

procedures  

Whilst the majority of the personal data you provide to the school is mandatory, some is provided on 
a voluntary basis. When collecting data, the school will inform you whether you are required to 
provide this data or if your consent is needed. Where consent is required, the school will provide you 
with specific and explicit information with regards to the reasons the data is being collected and how 
the data will be used.  

The categories of parent information that the school collects, holds and shares includes the 
following:  

• Contact information, including addresses, phone numbers and email addresses of parents 
and/or any other emergency contacts  

• Financial information where appropriate, e.g. to check eligibility for FSM  
• Information pertaining to home life where appropriate, e.g. where a pupil is identified as 

having a mental health issue or there are safeguarding concerns  

 

How we collect pupil information 

• We collect pupil information via registration forms at the start of the school year, Common 
Transfer File (CTF) or secure file transfer from previous schools 
 

• Pupil data is essential for the schools’ operational use. Whilst the majority of pupil information 
you provide to us is mandatory, some of it requested on a voluntary basis. In order to comply 
with the data protection legislation, we will inform you at the point of collection, whether you 



are required to provide certain pupil information to us or if you have a choice in this.  

 

How long is your data stored for?  

Personal data relating to pupils at Furness Vale Primary School and their families is stored in line 
with the school’s GDPR Data Protection Policy, which can be found on our website.  

In accordance with the GDPR, the school does not store personal data indefinitely; data is only 
stored for as long as is necessary to complete the task for which it was originally collected.  

Will my information be shared?  

The National Pupil Database (NPD) is managed by the DfE and contains information about pupils in 
schools in England. Furness Vale Primary School is required by law to provide information about our 
pupils to the DfE as part of statutory data collections.  This information includes: name, DOB and 
gender, contact details, national curriculum assessment results, attendance information, 
characteristics such as ethnic group, special educational needs and any relevant medical 
information.  Some of this information is then stored in the NPD. The DfE may share information 
about our pupils from the NDP with third parties who promote the education or wellbeing of children 
in England by:  

• Conducting research or analysis.  
• Producing statistics.  
• Providing information, advice or guidance.  

The DfE has robust processes in place to ensure the confidentiality of any data shared from the 
NDP is maintained.  

Furness Vale Primary School will not share your personal information with any third parties without 
your consent, unless the law allows us to do so. The school routinely shares pupils’ information with:  

• Pupils’ destinations High School  
• The Local Authority  
• The NHS  
• The Department for Education (DfE) 

The information that we share with these parties includes the following:  

• Pupil personal details  
• Parent/Carer names, addresses and contact numbers  

From time to time the school is required to pass on some of this data to local authorities, the 
Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF), (which also has responsibility for 
ContactPoint. – see below) and to agencies that are prescribed by law, such as the Qualifications 
and Curriculum Authority (QCA), Ofsted, the Learning and Skills Council (LSC), the Department of 
Health (DH), Primary Care Trusts (PCT). All these are data controllers for the information they 
receive. The data must only be used for specific purposes allowed by law. 
 
The Children Act 2004 Information Database (England) Regulations 2007 requires maintained 
schools to supply basic contact information to ContactPoint. ContactPoint is a directory that will help 
people who work with children and young people to quickly find out who else is working with the 
same child, making it easier to deliver more coordinated support. 
 



The Local Authority (LA) uses information about children for whom it provides services to carry out 
specific functions for which it is responsible, such as the assessment of any special educational 
needs the child may have. It also uses the information to derive statistics to inform decisions on (for 
example) the funding of schools, and to assess the performance of schools and set targets for them. 
The statistics are used in such a way that individual children cannot be identified from them. The LA 
is also required to maintain the accuracy of the information held on ContactPoint about children and 
young people in their area.  The contact details are: 

www.derbyshire.gov.uk 
Data Protection/Freedom of Information Officer, 
Derbyshire County Council, 
County Hall, 
Matlock, 
DE4 3AG 

The Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) uses information about pupils to administer the 
national curriculum assessments portfolio throughout Key Stages 1 to 3. This includes both 
assessments required by statute and those that are optional. The results of these are passed on to 
DCSF to compile statistics on trends and patterns in levels of achievement. The QCA uses the 
information to evaluate the effectiveness of the national curriculum and the associated assessment 
arrangements, and to ensure that these are continually improved. The contact details are: 

www.qca.org.uk 
Data Protection Officer, 
QCA, 83 Piccadilly, 
LONDON, 
W1J 8QA; 

Ofsted uses information about the progress and performance of pupils to help inspectors evaluate 
the work of schools, to assist schools in their self-evaluation, and as part of Ofsted’s assessment of 
the effectiveness of education initiatives and policy. Ofsted also uses information about the views of 
children and young people, to inform children’s services inspections in local authority areas. 
Inspection reports do not identify individual pupils. The contact details are: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk 
Data Protection Officer, 
Alexandra House, 
33 Kingsway, 
London WC2B 6SE; 

The Learning and Skills Council (LSC) uses information about pupils for statistical purposes, to 
evaluate and develop education policy and monitor the performance of the education service as a 
whole . The statistics (including those based on information provided by the QCA) are used in such 
a way that individual pupils cannot be identified from them. On occasion information may be shared 
with other Government departments or agencies strictly for statistical or research purposes only. 
The LSC or its partners may wish to contact learners from time to time about courses, or learning 
opportunities relevant to them. The contact details are: 

www.lsc.gov.uk 
Data Protection Officer, 
Cheylesmore House, 
Quinton Road, Coventry, 
Warwickshire, 
CV1 2WT 



The Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) uses information about pupils for 
research and statistical purposes, to inform, influence and improve education policy and to monitor 
the performance of the education service as a whole. The DCSF will feed back to LAs and schools 
information about their pupils for a variety of purposes that will include data checking exercises, use 
in self-evaluation analyses and where information is missing because it was not passed on by a 
former school. 

DCSF, with the participation of LAs, operates the database known as ContactPoint. ContactPoint is 
an online directory available to authorised staff who need it to do their jobs. It is designed to allow 
practitioners to find out who else is working with the child or young person, making it easier to 
deliver more coordinated support. Schools are under a statutory duty to pass onto ContactPoint 
certain information. This consists of basic information about the child or young person, the contact 
details of the school and the contact address and telephone numbers for the parents or carers,/ with 
parental responsibility, of the child or young person. (ie all natural parents, whether they are married 
or not; any person who, although not a natural parent, has parental responsibility (as defined in the 
Children Act 1989) for a child or young person; and any person who, although not a natural parent, 
has care of a child or young person. Having care of a child or young person means that a person 
with whom the child lives and who looks after the child, irrespective of what their relationship is with 
the child, is considered to be a parent in education law). 
The DCSF will also provide Ofsted with pupil data for use in school inspection. Where relevant, pupil 
information may also be shared with post 16 learning institutions to minimise the administrative 
burden on application for a course and to aid the preparation of learning plans. 

Pupil information may be matched with other data sources that the Department holds in order to 
model and monitor pupils’ educational progression; and to provide comprehensive information back 
to LAs and learning institutions to support their day to day business. The DCSF may also use 
contact details from these sources to obtain samples for statistical surveys: these surveys may be 
carried out by research agencies working under contract to the Department and participation in such 
surveys is usually voluntary. The Department may also match data from these sources to data 
obtained from statistical surveys. 

Pupil data may also be shared with other Government Departments and Agencies (including the 
Office for National Statistics) for statistical or research purposes only. In all these cases the 
matching will require that individualised data is used in the processing operation, but that data will 
not be processed in such a way that it supports measures or decisions relating to particular 
individuals or identifies individuals in any results. This data sharing will be approved and controlled 
by the Department’s Chief Statistician. 

The DCSF may also disclose individual pupil information to independent researchers into the 
educational achievements of pupils who have a legitimate need for it for their research, but each 
case will be determined on its merits and subject to the approval of the Department’s Chief 
Statistician. The contact details are: 

www.DCSF.gov.uk 
Data Protection Officer, 
DCSF, Sanctuary Buildings, 
Great Smith Street, 
LONDON, 
SW1P 3BT 

Pupils, as data subjects, have certain rights under the Data Protection Act, including a general right 
of access to personal data held on them, with parents exercising this right on their behalf if they are 
too young to do so themselves. If you wish to access the personal data held about your child, then 
please contact the relevant organisation in writing 

What are your rights?  



Parents and pupils have the following rights in relation to the processing of their personal data.  

You have the right to:  

• object to processing of personal data that is likely to cause, or is causing, damage or distress 
• prevent processing for the purpose of direct marketing 
• object to decisions being taken by automated means 
• in certain circumstances, have inaccurate personal data rectified, blocked, erased or 

destroyed; and 
• a right to seek redress, either through the ICO, or through the courts 

If you have a concern about the way Furness Vale Primary School and/or the DfE is collecting or 
using your personal data, you can raise a concern with the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). 
The ICO can be contacted on 0303 123 1113, Monday-Friday 9am-5pm.  

Contact: 

If you would like to discuss anything in this privacy notice, please contact: Carol Taylor – 
headteacher@furnessvale.derbyshire.sch.uk or 01663 744103 

How Government uses your data 
The pupil data that we lawfully share with the DfE through data collections: 

• underpins school funding, which is calculated based upon the numbers of children 
and their characteristics in each school. 

• informs ‘short term’ education policy monitoring and school accountability and 
intervention (for example, school GCSE results or Pupil Progress measures). 

• supports ‘longer term’ research and monitoring of educational policy (for example 
how certain subject choices go on to affect education or earnings beyond school) 

Data collection requirements 
To find out more about the data collection requirements placed on us by the Department for 
Education (for example; via the school census) go to https://www.gov.uk/education/data-
collection-and-censuses-for-schools  

The National Pupil Database (NPD) 

Much of the data about pupils in England goes on to be held in the National Pupil Database 
(NPD). 
The NPD is owned and managed by the Department for Education and contains information 
about pupils in schools in England. It provides invaluable evidence on educational 
performance to inform independent research, as well as studies commissioned by the 
Department.  
It is held in electronic format for statistical purposes. This information is securely collected 
from a range of sources including schools, local authorities and awarding bodies.  
To find out more about the NPD, go to 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-pupil-database-user-guide-and-
supporting-information 
 
Sharing by the Department 

mailto:headteacher@furnessvale.derbyshire.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/education/data-collection-and-censuses-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/education/data-collection-and-censuses-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-pupil-database-user-guide-and-supporting-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-pupil-database-user-guide-and-supporting-information


The law allows the Department to share pupils’ personal data with certain third parties, including: 

• schools 
• local authorities 
• researchers 
• organisations connected with promoting the education or wellbeing of children in 

England 
• other government departments and agencies 
• organisations fighting or identifying crime 

For more information about the Department’s NPD data sharing process, please visit:  
https://www.gov.uk/data-protection-how-we-collect-and-share-research-data  
 
Organisations fighting or identifying crime may use their legal powers to contact DfE to 
request access to individual level information relevant to detecting that crime. Whilst 
numbers fluctuate slightly over time, DfE typically supplies data on around 600 pupils per 
year to the Home Office and roughly 1 per year to the Police. 

For information about which organisations the Department has provided pupil information, 
(and for which project) or to access a monthly breakdown of data share volumes with Home 
Office and the Police please visit the following website: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dfe-external-data-shares 
 
 
To contact DfE: https://www.gov.uk/contact-dfe  

 

 

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THE ATTACHED DECLARATION  

Furness Vale Primary School GDPR Data Protection Declaration  

I, .......................................... parent of .......................................................... 
declare that I understand:  

• Furness Vale Primary School has a legal and legitimate interest to 
collect and process mine and my child’s / children’s personal data in 
order to meet statutory requirements.  

• How my data is used.  
• Furness Vale Primary School may share my child’s/children’s data with 

the DfE, and subsequently the LA.  
• Furness Vale Primary School will not share my child’s/children’s data 

with any other third parties without my consent, unless the law requires 
the school to do so.  

• Furness Vale Primary School will always ask for explicit consent where 
this is required, and I must provide this consent if I agree to the data 
being processed.  

https://www.gov.uk/data-protection-how-we-collect-and-share-research-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dfe-external-data-shares
https://www.gov.uk/contact-dfe


• My data is retained in line with the school’s GDPR Data Protection 
Policy.  

• My rights to the processing of my and my child’s / children’s personal 
data.  

• Where I can find out more information about the processing of my and 
my child’s / children’s personal data.  

Name:  

Signature:  

Date:  

PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS TO SCHOOL BY NO LATER 
THAN WEDNESDAY 23 MAY 2018  
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